As the use and risk of abuse of diltiazem increases, these reports serve to highlight the possible hazards and to alert physicians to what must be regarded as a dangerous and potentially lethal drug in overdosage.
Introduction
Since its launch in the UK The details of blood diltiazem levels in cases of overdose are listed in Table I . A blood diltiazem concentration of 6,090 Lg/l9 was the maximum level at which survival took place; this represents a concentration of 30-60 times the therapeutic range. This patient, a 50 year old male, took the overdose in conjunction with alcohol and was admitted moribund and hypotensive with a bradycardia. He quickly required temporary pacing and inotropic support but subsequently survived. Death occurred at levels exceeding 6,100 gg/l but it is possible that rescue at higher drug levels will be reported in the future. Conversely, the lowest value for a fatality (case 1) occurred at 1,500 gg/l in a young man but involved the combination of diltiazem with a beta-blocker. Betablockers potentiate the conduction-retarding and negative inotropic properties of diltiazem even in therapeutic doses.'°It is logical to assume that in overdose beta-blockers can decrease the mortality 
